Discussion
CMV retinitis is described in adult patients with CD4+ counts below 50 cells / ml. 3 Screening is therefore recommended when the CD4 count drops to 60 cells/ml.
The CD4 count at the time of our patient developing the CMV retinitis was 203 cells/ml. However, if reference is made to a childhood CD4 chart4 it is seen that the normal level at this age is above 3000 cells / ml. It therefore needs to be emphasised that when interpreting CD4 counts as an assessment of risk of CMV retinitis in children, childhood white cell count values are normally higher than adult values and the reference values from the appropriate laboratory should be consulted whenever childhood CD4 counts are being interpreted. 
